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Questionnaire

Session 1 Cases: Reports from the Ground
Introduction  Véronique Dudouet
Chair Bernd Greiner

* Why opt for nonviolence? In the cases you were involved in or have studied, was
nonviolent action a conscious preference, or did it develop circumstantially?

* Were there debates about violent vs. nonviolent action? If so, did the debates
cover philosophical or theoretical premises, or did they focus on the situation at
hand?

* Which alternatives to nonviolence were discussed?

* How efficient did nonviolent action turn out to be for its immediate purpose?

Session 2 Long-Term Effects
Introduction  Andriy Portnov
Chair Howard Clark

* Looking back on the examples of nonviolent action we discussed in session 1,
which experiences can be said to remain valuable in the longer term?

* In each of these cases, did nonviolent protest achieve something of lasting value?
For example, did it contribute to the emergence of a durably democratic regime,
did it end discrimination, did it create a more equitable society?

Session 3 Film screening
How to Start a Revolution (2011)
by Ruaridh Arrow

Introduction Mischa Gabowitsch
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Session 4 Nonviolence in Historical Perspective
Introduction  Christian Davenport
Chair Ramin Jahanbegloo

* When has nonviolence been practiced historically? What preconditions needed
to be in place for it? In particular, how has it been affected by religious traditions
and philosophical ideas?

* How has the idea of nonviolence evolved as it travelled across continents and
intellectual frameworks?

* Do known cases of nonviolence suggest a meaningful typology? Are there useful
alternatives to Gene Sharp’s theory of political power as based on consent?

* How has the conflict between supporters and opponents of the idea of
nonviolence evolved over time?

* Does the practice of nonviolence have civilizing effects?

Session 5 Lessons Learned
Introduction David Rodin

Chair Susan Neiman

* How do the cases discussed in sessions 1 through 3 affect our general
understanding of nonviolence?

* Is nonviolence an instrument or an objective? Is it one possible course of action
among others—perhaps chosen on tactical grounds when faced with an
overwhelming opponent or can it only work as a fundamental worldview? What is
the relationship between nonviolence and pacifism?

* Can nonviolence be exported?

* Are there meaningful critiques or counterarguments to nonviolence?
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