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Questionnaire 

 
Session 1  Able Archer and the Second Cold War, 1979-1984 
Introduction  Klaas Voß 
Chair   Bernd Greiner 
 
* What were the national and international dynamics behind the Second Cold 
War? 
* How significant were the changes and power shifts within the American 
(Reagan) and Soviet governments (Andropov) in the early 1980s? 
* What can be said about the mental and intellectual mindset of both elites and the 
public at large? 
 
* How can we explain the accumulation of crises in 1983 (e.g. the shoot-down of 
KAL 007, the Soviet early warning failure in September, the invasion of Grenada 
in October, Able Archer in November)? Were they contingent upon each other? 
 
* In comparison to other incidents and moments of crisis during the Second Cold 
War and the year 1983, does Able Archer really stand out? 
* Was Able Archer an example of calculated risk-taking? 
* How serious was the danger of inadvertent escalation? 
 
* The record: What do we now know about Able Archer? 
* Missing links: What do we still not know about Able Archer? 
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Session 2  Deterrence, Perceptions and War Scare 
Introduction  Svetlana Savranskaya 
Chair   Beatrice Heuser 
 
* In the case of the Soviet Union, what role did fears of nuclear decapitation play? 
* How did Soviet elites perceive the US in general and President Ronald Reagan in 
particular? 
* Were there different schools of thought in Moscow, hawks and doves? Did 
institutional affiliations, e.g. a political-military divide, play a role? 
* Within Soviet military and political elites, who perceived a window of 
vulnerability and on what grounds? 
* Did memories of 1941 have an impact on Soviet perceptions and to which 
extent? 
* Between 1980 and 1983, was there an actual war scare in Moscow? Or was the 
war scare mostly a matter of propaganda and impression-management, and if so, 
was it primarily for domestic or foreign consumption? 
 
* In the case of the US, what created the panic about »windows of vulnerability«? 
* How did the alarmist assumptions about Soviet superiority (Team B, Committee 
on Present Danger) find their way into the political mainstream? 
* On what calculations and assumptions did the Reagan Administration built its 
security strategy vis-à-vis the Soviet Union? 
* What was behind the US discourse about »limited,« »survivable« or »winnable« 
nuclear wars and the »decapitation« of the USSR (PD-59, NSDD-13)?  
* Did public and internal debates about nuclear war reflect a serious belief in war-
fighting capabilities? Or were they merely a matter of instilling fear in the 
adversary? 
* What were the reasons for the so-called Reagan reversal vis-à-vis the Soviet 
Union? 
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Session 3 Intelligence Agencies, Threat Perceptions  
  and Political Decision-Making 
Introduction  John Prados 
Chair   Claudia Kemper 
 
* What can be said about the functioning or malfunctioning of the Soviet 
intelligence apparatus? 
* How informed or uninformed was Soviet intelligence about the US-government 
and military? 
* What can be said about the political clout of Soviet intelligence agencies at the 
time? 
* Was the inter-service rivalry between the KGB and the GRU of any significance? 
* What do we make of the controversial gap of communication between the 
KGB’s Moscow Centre and the Politburo? 
* How were Soviet strengths and weaknesses calculated in relation to the US? 
* Did Operation RYAN contribute to threat-inflation and crisis-escalation? Or did 
it prevent Moscow from overreacting by feeding sobering accounts into the threat-
equation? 
* What role did the media and public play in the policy calculations of Soviet 
intelligence agencies? 
 
* What can be said about the functioning or malfunctioning of the American 
intelligence apparatus? 
* How informed or uninformed was American intelligence about the Soviet 
government and military? 
* How was the impact of American policy on Soviet strategy and outlook 
calculated? 
* What can be said about the political clout of American intelligence agencies at 
the time? 
* What role did the media and public play in the policy calculations of American 
intelligence agencies? 
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Session 4  Cold War Crises in Comparison: 1945-1983 
Introduction  Bernd Greiner 
Chair  Klaas Voß 
 
* From Berlin in 1948 and 1958-61 to Cuba in 1962 and Yom Kippur in 1973, the 
Cold War was beset by a variety of political and military crises. What did they have 
in common, what are the differences? 
* Especially in terms of calculated risk and inadvertent escalation, what do Cold 
War crises have in common? And what are the differences? 
* Are the proliferation of nuclear weapons and the proliferation of cold war crises 
intertwined? 
* Did innovations in weapons-technology contribute to Cold War crises, and if so, 
to what extent? 
* Did public expectations and/or reactions have an impact on political and 
military risk-taking? 
 
 
* How does Able Archer fit into the pattern of Cold War crises?  
* What lessons does the comparison with other moments at the brink of nuclear 
war yield? 
 
* Starting from the general assumption that nuclear deterrence or mutual assured 
destruction were strategies of using threats and unpredictability to influence the 
calculus of the adversary, what can be said about this assumption in the light of 
Cold War crises in general and Able Archer in particular? 
* How important was deliberate fear-mongering? 
* What can be said about the limits of fear-mongering (e.g. in the light of public 
reactions)? 
* Does the experience of Able Archer testify to the precarious and innate 
instability of nuclear deterrence? Or did it vindicate the intellectual assumptions of 
deterrence? 
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